Connecting to a Changing Culture:
Our Goal for Generations to Come
Southeastern Wisconsin District Conference
Assembled at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary – June 11 and 12, 2019
A SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND DAILY DEVOTIONS

PRESERVICE

Partita on Our Father's God in Years Long Gone
I. Hymn
II. Introduction
III. Trio
Kevin Hildebrand

ENTRANCE HYMN

For Builders Bold Whose Vision Pure
CW: Supplement 775

Stand and face the processional cross as the hymn is introduced.
Turn toward the processional cross as it passes by.
The choir sings stanza 2.
There will be an interlude between stanzas 3 and 4.
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
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ABSOLUTION
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ
even when we were dead in our sins.
Hear the word of Christ through his called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Kyrie

Mark 10:47

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to
sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin
may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.
Christ, have mercy.
For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we
await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.
Amen.
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GLORY BE TO GOD
Gloria in Excelsis

Luke 2:14

THE WORD
SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all
their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 31:27-34
A new covenant will bring forth different fruits of faith.

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 119:89-96

The choir sings the refrain. All repeat the refrain and sing it again as indicated.
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Choir:

Your word, Lord, is e- | ternal;
it stands firm in the | heavens.
Your faithfulness continues through all gener- | ations;
you established the earth, and | it endures.

Choir:

Your laws endure | to this day,
for all things | serve you.
If your law had not been | my delight,
I would have perished in my af- | fliction.

Congregation:

REFRAIN

Choir:

I will never forget your | precepts,
for by them you have pre- | served my life.
Save me, for | I am yours;
I have sought out your | precepts.

Choir:

The wicked are waiting to de- | stroy me,
but I will ponder your | statutes.
To all perfection I see a | limit,
but your commands are | boundless.

Choir:

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit
as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Congregation:

REFRAIN

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 10:23-31
God’s glory and loving concern guide us.

VERSE OF THE DAY
The congregation sings the refrain after the verse.
Alleluia. God wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

GOSPEL

Luke 5:33-39
New practices for new circumstances.

The Gospel according to Luke chapter 5.
Glory be to you, O Lord.

After the Gospel:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Our Father’s God in Years Long Gone
Christian Worship 535
The choir sings stanza 3.
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SERMON

Revelation 14:6-7
“We have the eternal gospel to proclaim.”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

VOLUNTARY

Partita on Our Father’s God in Years Long Gone
V. Pastorale
Kevin Hildebrand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Lord of the Church, we are in awe of your divine majesty and power. We are indebted to you for
your saving grace and goodness. We are grateful to you for incorporating us into your Church and
for calling us into the public ministry.
We thank you for making us stewards of your Word and sacraments and for calling us to
proclaim your Word to your people in all its fullness.
We have gathered to study together the mystery that was kept hidden for ages and generations,
but is now disclosed to the saints. Bless the efforts of those who serve at this conference.
May our study of your Word deepen our understanding of the mystery of your will and intensify our zeal to communicate it to our people.
Forgive our unfaithfulness, impatience, sluggishness, arrogance, and timidity. Give us wisdom for
our ministry, strength for our tasks, empathy for our people, sensitivity to their needs, commitment to the cause of your kingdom, courage to confront error and evil, time for our families, and
joy in our work.
Keep us faithful to your Word and faithful to our calling.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer.

Preserve the unity of the Spirit among us. Grant peace to our congregations and our synod. Guide
and encourage our leaders in their service to the Church. Give success to our labors so that in all
that we do your name is hallowed, your kingdom comes, and your will is done, through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is good and right so to do.
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to
be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin,
death, and the devil’s power.
By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and
joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
Amen.

11

LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Matthew 26:26-28
1 Corinthians 11:24,25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Agnus Dei
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John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION
Holy Communion is served by continuous distribution. Approach the minister serving the
host. Pause, and receive the body of the Lord. Move to the minister serving the chalice and
receive the blood of the Lord. Communicants may assist the minister with the chalice and
say “Amen” after receiving each of the elements. Move to your seat via the side aisles.
The blessing follows the Distribution. Gluten free wafers are available.
Altar
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HYMN
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Now Let Us All in Hymns of Praise
CW: Supplement 777

CHOIR ANTHEM

How Firm a Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“When through the deep waters, I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“Fear not! I am with thee. O be not dismayed;
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”

HYMN

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Christian Worship 441
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SONG OF SIMEON
Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29-32

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to
eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope,
and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen.
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Numbers 6:24-26

CLOSING HYMN

We Are Called

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE

Partita on Our Father’s God in Years Long Gone
VI. Finale
Kevin Hildebrand
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TUESDAY EVENING DEVOTION
Circuit Pastor Peter Martin – Faith Lutheran Church, Radcliff, KY
Languages have changed and will change, but the gospel remains the same.
HYMN

Around the Throne, a Glorious Band
Christian Worship 549
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RESPONSES
Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.

Luke 24:29

Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Matthew 28:20

Your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday.
The LORD will guide you always.

Isaiah 58:10,11

Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more;
the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.

Isaiah 60:20

On no day will the gates of the Holy City ever be shut,
for there will be no night there.

Revelation 21:25

PSALM

Psalm 90

The congregation sings the second half of each verse as well as the refrain and the “Glory be…”

Lord, you have been our | dwelling place
Throughout all gener- | ations.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth | and the world,
From everlasting to everlasting | you are God.
For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has | just gone by,
Or like a watch | in the night.
Refrain
You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,
Our secret sins in the light of your | presence.
You turn mortals | back to dust.
You sweep them away in the | sleep of death.
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The length of our days is seventy years – or eighty, if we | have the strength;
Yet their span is but trouble and | sorrow.
Teach us to number our | days aright,
That we may gain a heart of | wisdom.
Refrain
Satisfy us in the morning with your un- | failing love,
That we may sing for joy and be glad | all our days.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit,
As it was in the | beginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Refrain

READING

Nehemiah 8:1-12
God’s Word was translated for the people.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSION
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LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER
In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into
your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me,
that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
BLESSING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (+), and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended
Christian Worship 594
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WEDNESDAY MORNING DEVOTION
Circuit Pastor Karl Schultz – First Lutheran Church, Lake Geneva, WI
Worship forms have changed and will change, but the gospel remains the same.
MORNING PRAISE
HYMN
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Matins

O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright
Christian Worship 586

RESPONSES
In the morning, O LORD, you hear my voice;
in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation.

Psalm 5:3

We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,
but because of your great mercy.

Daniel 9:18

May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.

Psalm 90:17

Let me live that I may praise you,
and may your laws sustain me.
PSALM

Psalm 119:175

Psalm 63

Congregation: Refrain

Cantor:

O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body
pines for you like a dry, weary land without water. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory.

Congregation: Refrain
Cantor :

For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. So I will bless you
all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a
banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy.

Congregation: Refrain
Cantor:

On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night, for you have been
my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. My soul clings to you; your right
hand holds me fast.

Congregation: Refrain
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SCRIPTURE

Colossians 2:13-19; 3:15-17
Old Testament worship forms were only shadows.

PRAYER
TE DEUM LAUDAMUS
The cantor sings the normal type font. The congregation sings the bold type font.
Congregation: Refrain
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR GRACE
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to
this new day. defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into
sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
Amen.
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BLESSING
May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil;
may Christ drive all hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies;
may Christ bind us to himself by the bond of love;
and may his peace abound in our hearts.
Amen.

HYMN
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When in Our Music God Is Glorified
CW: Supplement 734

WEDNESDAY CLOSING DEVOTION
Circuit Pastor Jason Hacker – Grace Lutheran Church, Waukesha, WI
Education methods have changed and will change, but the gospel remains the same.

HYMN

Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds
Christian Worship 512
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RESPONSES
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:7

Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.

Jude 2

“Peace, peace, to those far and near,” says the LORD. “Peace to this house.” Isaiah 57:19; Luke 10:5
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

1 Peter 5:14

The LORD gives strength to his people;
the LORD blesses his people with peace.

READING

Psalm 29:11

Deuteronomy 11:17-21
Teach children using different methods.

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.
The Lord be with you.

2 Thessalonians 3:16

Blessing, honor, thanksgiving, and praise, more than we can utter or understand, be to you, O holy
and glorious Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by all angels, all mankind, and all creatures, for
ever and ever.
Amen.
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HYMN

Christ Is Our Cornerstone
Christian Worship 528
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NOTES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
A Service of Holy Communion
Hymn 775 – For Builders Bold Whose Vision Pure. This hymn masterfully pictures God’s guiding love
as he gathers his people from every generation around his life-changing Word and sacraments. Text:
Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923–2007 © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. This arrangement was written by William Braun for the celebration of the 125th Anniversary of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Wauwatosa, WI.
Liturgy – Divine Service II. Christian Worship: Supplement © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.
Psalm 119:89-96 – Copyright © 2019 Dale A. Witte. All rights reserved
Verse – Gospel Acclamation: Proper 18A – Set 2. Copyright © 2019 Bryan Gerlach. All rights reserved.
Hymn 535 – Our Father’s God in Years Long Gone. This hymn of grateful reminiscence as well as
prayerful resolve encourages us to be faithful. Setting by Carl Schalk. Copyright © 1990 Concordia
Publishing House.
Prayer of the Church – “Pastoral Conference” from Christian Worship: Altar Book. Copyright © 1999
by Northwestern Publishing House.
Hymn 777 – Now Let Us All Sing Hymns of Praise. The Christian poet Fred Pratt Green reminds us that
success in gospel outreach comes simply by faithfully proclaiming the gospel. The results are left to
the Holy Spirit, who works faith when and where he wills. Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000.
Choir Anthem – How Firm a Foundation. By Paul E. Koch. Copyright © 2009 Birnamwood Publications. This hymn, based on Isaiah 43:1,2, reminds us not to worry since God is watching over us.
Hymn 441 – O God, Our Help in Ages Past. Written by the popular and prolific hymnist, Isaac Watts,
this hymn is a paraphrase of Psalm 90. It is a reminder that throughout history, our loving Lord has
been in control and will be in control in the future.
Closing Hymn – We Are Called. Throughout the ages, the gospel has been spread across countries and
cultures. It is now our calling to spread it to future generations. Text: Martin E. Lechebusch, b. 1962
© 2000 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Tune: Henry V. Gerike, b. 1948 © 1973 Henry V. Gerike.
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Preacher

Prof. Sam Degner
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, WI

Presiding Minister

Rev. Martin Wildauer
St. Matthew, Port Washington, WI
SEW District Worship Coordinator

Assisting Ministers

Southeastern Wisconsin District Presidium
Rev. David Kolander
Christ the Lord, Brookfield, WI
District President
Rev. Joel Leyrer
St. John’s, Wauwatosa, WI
First Vice President
Rev. Michael Woldt
David’s Star, Jackson, WI
Second Vice President
Rev. William Carter
St. Paul, Brownsville, WI
Secretary

Organist

Mr. Kevin Becker
Grace, Milwaukee, WI

Choir Director

Mr. Levi Nagel
St. John’s (Forest Home), Milwaukee, WI

Choir

Members of SEW District congregations

Instruments

Rev. Kurt Ebert, trumpet
Christ Alone, Thiensville, WI
Mr. James Groth, trumpet
St. John’s, Slades Corners, WI
Rev. James Hoogervorst, trombone
St. Lucas, Kewaskum, WI
Mr. Nathan Wildauer, euphonium
St. Matthew, Port Washington, WI
Mr. Daniel Hafenstein, timpani
Grace, Milwaukee, WI

Sacristan

Rev. Thomas Schultz
Christ the King, Palatine, IL

Acolytes

Rev. Kyle Bitter
St. John’s, Wauwatosa, WI
Rev. Joshua Free
Abiding Peace, Elgin, IL
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Tuesday Evening Devotion
Hymn 549 – Around the Throne, a Glorious Band. Written by a popular and prolific preacher, this hymn,
based on Revelation 7:12-17, reminds us of the glory we will enjoy in heaven because of what Jesus
did for us.
Evening Meditation – Christian Worship: Supplement © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.
Hymn 594 – The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended. Although listed as an evening hymn, this was originally written as a mission hymn. The sun never sets on God’s kingdom as the gospel spreads across
countries and cultures.
Organist

Rev. Johnold Strey
Crown of Life, Hubertus, WI

Wednesday Morning Devotion
Hymn 586 – O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright. This morning hymn is one of the oldest hymns still in
use in Christendom, written by Ambrose in the 300s. It has been described as, “A beautiful morning
hymn to the Holy Trinity, but especially to Christ as the Light of the World, and a prayer for help and
guidance throughout the day.”
Canticles – Morning Praise, Christian Worship: New Service Settings. Copyright © 2002 by Northwestern Publishing House.
Hymn 734 – When in Our Music God is Glorified. This hymn—with new tune and setting—points out
the blessings that come to us through our use of musical gifts in celebration of God and his love.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, alt. © 1972 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All right reserved. Used by permission.
Branches Band

Andy Braun, Rachel Braun,
St. Matthew, Milwaukee, WI
Jeremy Bakken
Trinity, Waukesha, WI

From the Branches Band web site (http://www.branchesband.com):
Branches Band exists to serve and praise our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through our words,
actions, and specifically our music. We serve congregations by assisting in worship and creating
resources, serve fellow Christians by playing Christian concerts, and serve our community by
performing for a variety of public and private events and activities. … Branches Band is available to play for ANY type of event including weddings, private parties, worship services, church
picnics, musician workshops and seminars, kids’ concerts, music camps, as well as full Christian
concerts!
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Wednesday Closing Devotion
Hymn 528 – Christ Is Our Cornerstone. With roots that go back to the 6th century, this hymn is a reminder that no matter how much the world and its cultures change from generation to generation, believers
always find their confidence and comfort in Christ.
Midday Meditation – Christian Worship: Supplement © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.
Hymn 512 – Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds. Written by the famous hymn writer, Isaac Watts, as a
paraphrase of Psalm 78, this hymn encourages us to share God’s Word with our children that the gospel might continue from generation to generation.
Organist

Rev. Martin Wildauer
St. Matthew, Port Washington, WI

All copyrighted materials are reprinted with permission obtained under OneLicense.net #S-920142.
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