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Lutheran Living
Martin Luther was often criticized for not teaching good works. Others felt 
that if people were told that salvation was free, no one would have the incentive 
to do good works. People would simply take advantage of grace.

Luther strongly encouraged Christian living. However, he put it in the proper 
perspective. Good works follow faith. He repeatedly said that we are justified by 
faith alone, but faith is never alone. It is a living, busy, active thing, seeking to 
serve God and neighbor.

Unlike the church of his day, Luther stressed that living our faith is not 
something done only by those involved with church work. You do not have to 
take a special vow of poverty, chastity, and obedience to truly live your faith. 
God places opportunities before us in our daily lives to live as his people, serving 
others in our various “callings” or “vocations”: in families and among friends; at 
school and in the workplace; in the marketplace and in our communities.

True “Lutheran living” recognizes that we produce fruits of faith in a variety of 
simple ways as we go about our daily living. And through us, God cares for 
others and for his creation. “God’s people please God even in the least and most 
trifling matters. For He will be working all things through you; He will milk the 
cow through you and perform the most servile duties through you, and all the 
greatest and least duties alike will be pleasing to Him.” (“Lectures on Genesis,” 
Luther’s Works 6:10).
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