Understanding Worship, By John Ibisch (ibisch@att.net)
“Invocation” - Worship historically begins with an Invocation, the Christian Church’s word for calling on and addressing the loving God, who reveals Himself to us in His Word, the Holy Bible. The Invocation is a phrase: “In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” The officiant will always speak these words. The congregation will use “Amen” to make words the chaplain has spoken their words, too. The Invocation part of the service often includes the congregation addressing God in the words of a hymn.
“The Name” – Over many, many centuries of time it became a custom in the Church to not speak the personal Name of God.  We believe that when it was spoken throughout Bible times, that it sounded like “Yahweh.”  This personal Name of God is based on the Hebrew word for “to be,” “exist,” “live.”  It is a name in which God revealed Himself as the source and sustainer of life in this world and the next.  He uses it in Scripture to make it clear that He is present to be Helper, Rescuer, Friend, Deliverer, Champion or Savior.  When you read “the LORD” today in your Bible, it is the modern way of indicating that God’s personal Name, the name friends would be using, Yahweh, was originally used in the Hebrew text.
“God” – The Christian Deity has revealed Himself to be unique.  He is both plural in His Persons and one in His Being at the same time. The name God in the Old Testament was the Hebrew word Elohim, which is actually the plural form of the Hebrew word God, El.  This plural name, literally “gods,” is followed in Genesis 1:1 and consistently throughout the Old Testament with verb forms which are singular, “He…”  In this way, God reveals His plurality of Persons (triune)  from the very first verse of Genesis, which, literally in Hebrew is,  “In the beginning, Gods, He created…”  Verse after verse reemphasizes this unique plural/singular nature of God.  Jesus provides us with the names, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, when, as True Man, He speaks about God with His disciples.

 “Dialog – conversation” - Immediately after inviting the LORD God to be with us for this public worship experience, believers enter into a dialog, a conversation with God.  This conversation continues throughout the service. In this conversation, we speak directly to God and the chaplain/pastor responds speaking on the LORD’s behalf, sharing His message with us.


“Confession and Absolution” -  Scripture teaches that we are by nature imperfect people, sin-full in the sight of God, who is perfect and demands holiness and perfection of us all.  Our dialog with the LORD begins with confession because sinful people, by nature, automatically defend their actions and make excuses for themselves.

   It is not human nature to want to say, “I’m sorry.”  The chaplain will encourage us to confess our shortcomings, our sins, to God, not because He is an angry Judge, but because He is a loving Savior.                                                     
   In the Confession, we join together in a public admission that we have fallen short of our Holy God’s lofty requirement, that we have missed it totally in our lives, in our thoughts, in our words, through our wrong actions and through failure to do the good things we have had the opportunity to do. If we listed all our individual sins, Confession would go on and on and never be complete. But our confession is a general confession in which we acknowledge our failures together.

   In the Absolution, our Savior God responds to our sad confession with a wonderful piece of Good News, the first Gospel declaration in the service. Although God hates sin and the sinner who holds to his sin, the LORD, wanting all men to be saved, provided a payment in full for the sin of every individual, for the sin of the world. St. John phrased it, “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us of all sin.” The moment our forgiveness is proclaimed is the moment of Absolution. The is the true “worship” of God, God creating worth in us!
“Worship” is a contraction of the two old English words, “Weorth scipe.”  Weorth was a noun meaning something like, worth, value, dignity, honor.  “Scipe” was a verb meaning to raise, lift up, elevate something or someone.  As the chaplain or pastor in the service speaks on behalf of the LORD with this Good News of our forgiveness, God is “worshipping” us.  Through full and free forgiveness, our worth or value in God’s eyes is affirmed.  He does not see us as imperfect sinners, 
but as perfected saints, whom He chooses to adopt as His own and to call His very sons and daughters.  With the Absolution, we are assured that we are one with the LORD, part of His family, now, on earth, and forever, in heaven.  
All the service following the Absolution is worship in which God continues to confirm our oneness with Him and we celebrate our community with our brothers and sisters in the family of God. We will spend our time in conversation with our heavenly Father through our prayers, hymns and spoken responses. He will speak to us through the Versicles, Psalms, Bible readings, homily or sermon of the day.  
Glossary:

Benediction: Aaronic and Apostolic – The LORD God directed Aaron to place His Name and blessing upon the nation of Israel by saying: “The LORD bless you and keep you,  the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you, the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (NIV) – The Apostle Paul blessed the Corinthian congregation with this benediction: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God (the Father), and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
Ceremony/Ritual – These terms refer to the externals which are used to share the Message of God’s word with the congregation. Some are referenced below. They vary to some degree from Christian church body to body. Familiar ones include: folding our hands to pray, standing to show respect for God and especially the words of the Gospel reading, sitting to receive instruction, and kneeling to show humility, often in connection with confession of sins.
Church Year 
Advent - The cycle of lessons in the Christian Church begins in December with the season of Advent in which we anticipate the LORD’s coming, first at Christmas and again on Judgment Day. 
Christmas - The 12 day Christmas Season, honoring the Father who kept His Promise and sent His Son as the Babe of Bethlehem, is followed by Epiphany which varies in length each year depending on whether Easter is early or late in spring.  
Epiphany - Epiphany celebrates the revelation to the world  of Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ or Messiah promised by God already to Adam and Eve.
Lent - The Season of  Lent focuses on man’s sinful nature and actions which made Jesus sacrifice for sin necessary and culminates during Holy Week, beginning with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,  celebrating His gift of the Lord’s Supper to His Church on Maundy Thursday, and finally focusing on His horrific death on Cavalry, the final payment with His blood for the sin of the world. Jesus’ cry: “Tetelesthai!” (Greek – “Paid in full!”) anticipates the Easter season. 
Easter -  Easter season begins at the empty tomb, shares a number of Jesus’ visits with disciples after His resurrection and concludes with His amazing ascension into heaven before His wondering disciples.  
Pentecost - The season of Pentecost, coinciding with the Jewish Harvest Festival, begins with the arrival of Jesus’ promised gift of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit to His disciples and His outpouring of spiritual gifts which continues yet today.  
Post-Pentecost or the Trinity season begins with Trinity Sunday in June when the Church focuses on the nature of our Triune God. The next six months of the Church year are spent focusing on Christians living as members of the Church applying God’s love in their thoughts, words and actions.
Collect – Prayer which gathers the thoughts of that Sunday into one supplication to the LORD.
Liturgy  -  Litus is the Greek word for people. Ergos is the Greek word for work. The various forms of communication and interaction during the worship service are the people of God at work in the roles as prophets, priests and kings. God’s people were never intended to be “pew potatoes” watching a show put on by the minister and choir. Congregation members are part of the dialog, the conversation.
Liturgical Colors – Before print, communication in worship services was verbal or used art. The basic colors and their message: Purple/Violet because of its scarcity and cost used to be used in Advent with its focus on the King coming. In today’s’ Church, royal blue is used for Advent and purple/violent represents sorrow for sin during the Lenten season. Black is used only on Good Friday as we feel the shame of our sin for which Jesus died. White is the visual  color representing purity and joy. We see it at Christmas, during Epiphany, and on Easter. Red is used to remind us of the tongues of fire which accompanied the Holy Spirit’s gifts at Pentecost. It is also used for festivals remembering heroes of the Christian faith who often died as martyrs.
Liturgical Vestments –  The garments worn by the minister all have symbolic meanings. A black robe represents everyman’s sinful nature. White garments represent the righteousness of Christ which covers sin. The stole with its band on the left and right indicates the officiant has been ordained by a church body to proclaim God’s Law and Gospel.

Liturgical Paraments – These are the colored cloths used on altars, lecterns and pulpits. Paraments and vestments usually will be uniform in color and message.
Propers and Ordinaries – Propers are parts of the liturgy which change and are different each service like prayers, hymns and the Scripture readings. Ordinaries refer to the parts of the service which do not change from week to week and allow us to always “feel at home” when we are participating in a worship service.
Pericope/lection/reading – In the early history of Christ’s Church, believers met morning and evening for worship together and gradually came to read through the whole Bible during a year. As churches increased and congregations slid from daily to weekly assembly, focusing on Sunday, readings were selected so that what were considered the most important parts of the Bible would be publicly read. Today there are many different series of readings for a congregation to use as they follow the events of the Church Year, retelling the story of God’s love in the Savior.
Prayer – Our personal or public conversation with God, prayer, takes various forms depending on its content. Petition is the form of prayer in which we Ask God to do specific things for ourselves.  Intercession is a prayer in which we ask the LORD to do things for others about whom we are concerned.  Praise is the term for public communication where, before one or more people, we speak about how wonderful God is. Thanksgiving may be public or private and is our heartfelt expression of appreciation to the LORD for His love in our lives.  
Priesthood of believers – St. Paul reminded the Ephesians that they were a royal priesthood, declaring the praises of God who brought them out of spiritual darkness into His Light. On a daily basis, Christians, in whom and through whom Jesus ministers to His world, function as prophets when we speak to others about a Truth they need to know, function as priests when to address God in prayer or announce God’s forgiveness to someone, function as kings when we provide any type of loving service to another.
Responsive reading – Since Old Testament times the people of God have been active in their worship experience. The psalms were the hymns of the OT. Hebrew poetry did not “rhyme” words, but juxtaposed thoughts in parallel sentences. If you look at the psalms, you will immediately notice one phrase or line matched with a second that followed. In use, one group spoke the first and the rest responded with the second. We continue to mutually encourage one another through responsive use of Scripture as we speak in our prophetic offices.
Sacramental/sacrificial responses – The dialog or conversation of a public worship service is between God and His people. Sacrificial responses are words spoken to God by His people when we are speaking to God the liturgist indicates that with his action as he turns to face away from the people. Sacramental responses are the LORD’s words to His people. Most of them are spoken by the liturgist as he faces God’s people. Sometimes, God’s people are speaking a sacramental message from God. Some hymn stanzas are sacramental in content. When we speak the words of a Creed, they are sacramental, addressed to people. God already knows the secrets of our hearts more intimately than we do. Creeds were written to tell other people what we believe. The pastor’s ceremony during the creeds is to face the people.
The concept of “Worship”

Worship – weorth/scipe (Anglo-Saxon): to create worth, elevate, raise to a position of dignity, honor. 

Example: King Arthur knighting his page in spite of failing to protect his back in battle

Our experience:  Confession/Absolution – abject sinners are raised to the family of God

Holy Communion is the ultimate confirmation of that new worship relationship.

Christian worship begins with the LORD (our Savior/Friend/Life) creating/recreating worth in us.  It continues with His people declaring His worth to them in church and, through the coming week, in the world.

Dialogue – throughout the service there is a conversation between the LORD and His people.

                    The pastor's ceremony communicates the direction of the conversation: 

· Sacramental parts: Him to us (pastor facing people, people facing people)

· Sacrificial parts: us to Him  (pastor/people facing altar)

Liturgy – litus/ergos – the work of God's people as prophets, priests and kings rather than spectators

                The torn temple veil symbolized the access of all of God's people to their LORD 

               Prophets – creed, psalm responses, hymns (depending on instructional content), readers,

                                  witnesses to acquaintances during the week

               Priests – prayers, blessings, praises, actually forgiving our brothers during the week at work…

               Kings –  providing services  - ushers, assistants, offerings, helping others during the week…

Ceremony – stand: show respect

                  -  sit: receive instruction

                  -  kneel: show penitence, humility

Amen -  Truly, truly – Jesus' emphasis

           -  Yes, yes, so shall it be.

           -  “Ditto” mark
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