Worship Concepts for Confirmands and People in the Pews to Know and Practice

Knowing God as the LORD

The original Hebrew Bible text often has “pictures” that we miss in translation. Perhaps the most significant example is the personal Name of God which we translate with LORD. Starting in Genesis, God used this name LORD to reveal Himself as the God of love, concern, caring, mercy, forgiveness, rescue, defense, etc., depending on the difficulty His people were in.
Our current usage and printing practices have effectively hidden the original picture and meaning from our people.  The Jehovah's witnesses at my door had a better appreciation of this name than many of my fellow worshippers.  The Jewish neighbor using Hashem has an appreciation which I suspect most Christians don't.

We pray, “hallowed be your name” and don't connect the petition with the significance of the name LORD by which God revealed Himself as Savior throughout the Old Testament.  Recently my service folder had at least 48 uses of “lord” in one form or another. My current one has 18 uses which clearly reference Bible passages using LORD but in our service folder it is spelled “Lord” which is not understood to be God’s personal name of love.
The definition for “lord” varies depending on how we spell and use it.  How we spell it can significantly affect how we understand the printed message.  If there were a consistent policy in our church body for published materials like the hymnal and our books, we would communicate the Gospel more clearly.  The current NPH policy is confusing and the message of the Name is not clear.  Don't we effectively make the Name more or less meaningless by printing it as “Lord” in our service folder?

In my Sunday service folder:  Some direct OT quotes used LORD.  Some OT quotes via the hymnal including Numbers 6:24-26 did NOT use LORD because the publishing house seems to have a policy against its use outside of a direct quotation with reference.  Our office secretary copies the words from the hymnal and not the Bible directly.

The hymnal repeatedly has confusing uses in the psalms where LORD is in the text, but Lord is in the refrain.  Both are clearly referencing the same attribute about our Savior God, but we certainly aren't putting God's personal Name before His people clearly.

Are we “putting God's Name on His people” (Numbers 6:27) when we intentionally choose not to use it in a form that communicates as much as we can of the original picture of the loving Savior?  Aren't we missing a marvelous, God-chosen, witness tool for His people when we don't emphasize the difference in meaning between LORD, Lord, and lord in instruction and weekly worship usage?

We are easily critical of Jehovah's witnesses and their errors and Judaism and their refusal to use/pronounce the personal Name of God.  But aren't we emptying it of its message by not talking about its significance and by not being consistent in our use in service folders and other printed material?

Worship ceremony and forms may change.  Hymn tunes and wording may change.  But the concepts initially referenced above and especially the use of the Name, LORD, must not change or we are losing part of the witness that God our LORD intended to help us continue to know and believe in Him.

Is Jesus LORD, Lord, or lord?  What we see in print should communicate our faith clearly.

Will our publications continue to ignore the significant of His Name?  Will our new hymnal clarify or continue the confusing use of the beautiful picture name God chose to reveal His love to His elect?  “Let us worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.” (Ps. 96:9) Let us pray to the LORD in our private as well as public worship.
The concept of “Worship”
Worship – weorth/scipe (Anglo-Saxon): to create worth, elevate, raise to a position of dignity, honor.
                 Example:  King Arthur knighting his page in spite of failing to protect his back in battle

                 Our experience:  Confession/Absolution – abject sinners are raised to the family of God

                 Holy Communion is the ultimate confirmation of that new worship relationship.

                 Christian worship begins with the LORD (our Savior/Friend/Life) creating/recreating 

                 worth in us.  It continues with His people declaring His worth to them in church and, 

                 through the coming week, in the world.

Dialogue – throughout the service there is a conversation between the LORD and His people.

                    The pastor's ceremony communicates the direction of the conversation: 

· Sacramental parts: Him to us (pastor facing people, people facing people)

· Sacrificial parts: us to Him  (pastor/people facing altar)
                     (Pastors need to preview liturgy content to be sure to provide proper ceremony.)

Liturgy – litus/ergos – the work of God's people as prophets, priests and kings rather than spectators

                The torn temple veil symbolized the access of all of God's people to their LORD 
               Prophets – creed, psalm responses, hymns (depending on instructional content), readers,
                                  witnesses to acquaintances during the week

               Priests – prayers, blessings, praises, actually forgiving our brothers during the week at work…
               Kings –  providing services  - ushers, assistants, offerings, helping others during the week…
Ceremony – stand: show respect

                  -  sit: receive instruction

                  -  kneel: show penitence, humility

                  - liturgical colors/meanings include...

                  - liturgical garments/meanings include...

                 (If these concepts are periodically explained our worship practices may have more meaning.)

Amen -  Truly, truly – Jesus' emphasis

           -  Yes, yes, so shall it be.

           -  “Ditto” mark – Used most often by God's people functioning as priests, making the prayer or

                                       blessing their own with a single word rather than repeating the whole.
(My rather unspiritual understanding of “amen” as a kid:  The triple amen meant: “The End, The End, 

The End! Now we get to go home.  Now I consciously close every worship service in my role 

as a priest of God blessing the pastor with the “amens” I speak or sing. What do children in our congregations think the amens mean?)
(I suspect people would find the “old style” of worship more meaningful than some modern services if the above worship concepts were covered in catechism class and other public instruction.)

Understanding and practicing all of the above better prepares one to leave church for service 

as prophet, priest and king in the real-life mission field.

As prophets:  Students wrote and published  TIMEOUT Devotions totaling 300 words or less.  Texts were chosen from the then current pericope series.  Devotions, fit on one page, included: printed text, title, devotional thought, and  prayer suggestions.  WELS “bought” a year's worth to get their website content started.  Can more be done in this area with confirmands and teen groups?
As prophets/kings:  Students have made hospital calls with a witness message to strangers at a local hospital for several years.  Other students have visited in nursing homes bringing a plant, a smile, and a word of comfort that they composed based on Scripture. The youth have the ability to share their faith with one another in devotions in various settings.
As priests:  In class, student-led prayers, or circle prayers in which the group holds hands and each adds a personal word of petition, intercession, praise or thanksgiving, prepare future heads of households.

As kings: Making hundreds of PB&J sandwiches for the hungry and other seasonal helpful

Projects (refuse clean-up in God’s beautiful world, etc. ) as opportunity presents itself opens student eyes to the satisfaction which comes from serving and often  meeting the needs of the least among us..

Can we give our confirmands enough knowledge and experience to enjoy the most meaningful lifelong

worship experiences, or must these concepts and skills be part of post-confirmation teen groups?  Do we give our young people enough opportunity for service as prophets, priests and kings?

Christians S.A.L.T.
Children,  certainly of confirmation age and high school age, can learn as the LORD’s witnesses to

s.a.l.t. people.  We are the salt of the earth according to Jesus.

S represents “say something.”  Children need to learn to respect people, to rise for their elders, physically when appropriate, look then straight in the eye and in a clear voice with a smile on their face greet appropriately:  “Good morning.  Good afternoon.  Good evening.”  Christian witnesses open conversation by saying something to people wherever and whenever they meet them, and especially when they have the opportunity and potential time for a witness conversation.

A represents “ask questions.”  People like to share their thoughts, feelings, opinions, etc.  We enjoy talking about ourselves, our lives, by nature.  “How are you TODAY?”  “Do you enjoy… How long have you…  When did you…  Who do you…  What do you think…? Etc. 

L represents “listen to learn.”  Reflective listening is the goal of each Christian witness.  We want to hear and try to understand what we hear in answer to our questions.  We want to take the information just received, process it, and immediately ask a meaningful question based on what we just learned.

A and L are repeated over and over in a witness conversation until the person has become comfortable speaking with the Christian witness.  If we S, A, and L long enough, the other peson will be comfortable with our finally sharing T.

T represents a “truth they need to hear.”
My favorite witness tool comes from the business field:  “Tetelestai” – Jesus' 6th word on the cross

I had it on the reverse of my business card and used it many times.  It still is my best witness tool and gets used once a week or more in retirement.  It works anytime we can spend a little time with an individual or a small group.
It was the 1st Century Greek business man's term, put on one's bill when “Paid in full!” It is a consolation to anyone, but Roman Catholics have NEVER heard this in worship and find great joy when it is shared and understood for the first time in their lives.  In my lifetime, I have only heard one WELS pastor use it in a sermon. Frequently, I find professed Christians who couch his/her answer for admission to heaven in terms that include works in one way or another.  Tetelestai is a wonderful way to correcting an error that many Christians slip into.  But in whatever form it is presented, our young people need to be equipped to share the Good News and S.A.L.T is one easy method they can learn and practice.
Let’s equip confirm ands to worship with greater understanding and confidently serve as the LORD's prophets, priests and king.
If confirmands had a conscious understanding and experience of the above and similar information, isn't it likely that they would have more of a lifetime interest in the weekly worship experience in our churches?    
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