




June 4, 2018 

Brothers in Christ- 

“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). 

Greetings from the Arizona-California District! We cherish the bond of faith that unites us 
together in Christ, along with our partnership in the Gospel. It is our prayer that the Lord edify 
each and every one of you through worship and study at your upcoming conventions. 

The Arizona-California District is planning to meet June 11-13, 2018 at the Embassy Suites in 
Scottsdale, AZ. The theme of our convention is Our Great Heritage. Dr. Mark Paustian will 
deliver the keynote address, Communicating Christ in the 21st Century. 

May the Lord bless your time together. And may we all glorify God in our district and local 
ministries for the good of His kingdom! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Rev. Steven P. Gabb, secretary 
On behalf of the AZ-CA District 

AZ-CA District Officers 

Rev. Jon D. Buchholz       Rev. David R. Clark          Rev. Aaron D. Boehm       Rev. Steven P. Gabb 
District President      1st Vice President           2nd Vice President    Secretary





 

 

 

 

 

 

June 5, 2018 

 

Dear Brothers in Christ, 

 

As the Apostle Paul greeted the saints in Philippi, so the congregations and called workers of the Dakota-

Montana District greet you: “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel.” (Philippians 1:3-5) God’s richest blessings as 

you meet in convention.  

 

The Dakota-Montana District will convene June 12-14 on the campus of Great Plains Lutheran High School in 

Watertown, South Dakota. The theme of our 49
th

 Biennial convention is “Press On To the Goal.” In addition to 

the great blessings of worship and growth in God’s Word, we look forward to a keynote presentation from Rev. 

Jon Hein titled “A Strategy for 21
st
 Century Rural Ministry.” 

 

Thank you for your greetings extended to our District as we meet in convention and your prayers on our behalf. 

 

We pray that the Word will strengthen you as you meet in convention. May God bless your study of His Word. 

May God also bless your convention sessions so that we may continue to bring glory to God forever in the best 

way possible and that the work of the Church in this world might be further blessed. 

 

In service to Christ our Savior, 

 

 

Rev. Ryan C. Wolfe, Secretary 

Dakota-Montana District   

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
Dakota-Montana District 

 Douglas L. Free Michael P. Enderle Kenneth L. Brokmeier Ryan C. Wolfe 
 President First Vice President Second Vice President Secretary 
 802 Elk Street PO Box 98 807 Medary Ave. S 108 11th St. NE 
 Rapid City, SD 57701-7556 Clear Lake, SD 57226-0098 Brookings, SD 57006-3943 Mandan, ND 58554-2137 
 Home: 605-342-2124 Home: 605-874-8477 Home: 605-692-9249 Cell: 701-989-9721 
 Church: 605-342-8804 Church: 605-874-2449 Church: 605-692-6989 Church: 701-663-5344 
 dmdp@wels.net trinity@itctel.com kenbrok@brookings.net pastor@redeemermandan.com 





Michigan District 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
 
 
Pastor John C. Seifert, President 
907 Mattes Drive 
Midland, MI  48642-3708 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Paul S Naumann, 1​st​ Vice President 
1927 Broadway 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022-6523 
 
Pastor David A. Voss 2​nd​ Vice President 
1022 W. Grand River Ave. 
Williamston, MI 48895-1231 
 
Pastor Snowden G. Sims, Secretary 
322 E. Stewart Ave. 
Columbus, OH 43206-2726 
 

 
June 5, 2018 
 
Dear brothers of the WELS in Conference or Convention, 
 
Greetings to you from the Michigan District! The ​117​th​ Pastor, Teacher, Delegate convention of the 
Michigan District​ will be held at ​Michigan Lutheran Seminary - Saginaw, Michigan - June 11-13, 2018. 
The theme of the convention is: ​Always be prepared to give an answer… 1 Peter 3:15.​ Dr. Wade 
Johnston will present a paper entitled:​ ​Apologetics in the Life of a Lutheran Christian.  
 
We plan to be about the business of our Savior God to serve the people entrusted to our care. We plan to 
digest the reports which have been shared by our Synod through the Report to the Twelve Districts and 
discuss them as a body of believers.  
 
May the Lord bless your time together as brothers working for Jesus, our head! May he guide your 
discussions and season them with love! May his bless your decisions for his kingdom!   
 
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)  
 
 
In service to Christ,  

 
Snowden G. Sims, Secretary 
Michigan District, WELS 
 





 
 

 

June 5, 2016 
 
 

June 4, 2018 
 
Dear brothers, 
 
We are grateful for the joy of calling you fellow members of the body of 
Christ and thank God for the encouragement of having coworkers in the 
Gospel!  The blessing and peace of Christ be with and in you!  The Holy 
Spirit fit you for service and do beautiful things with your labors in your 
district conventions!   
 
We really appreciate the greetings you’ve sent and prayers you’ve offered for 
us.   
 
Our district is meeting this week to be informed and carry out the purposes of 
the District, to do the work of the Church in our part of the world and by 
grace, be bond together in Christ.  Our convention convenes June 4-6 for it’s 
51st biennial convention at Nebraska Evangelical Lutheran High School in 
Waco, Nebraska, under the theme: The Word Made Flesh and Proclaimed.  
Pastor Jon Micheel will present a paper titled: God in the Center, Excerpts 
from Martin Luther’s Bondage of the Will.  Professor Emeritus John Brug will 
present a paper titled: Luther’s Doctrine of the Word – The Incarnate Word in 
the Written Word. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Tyler Peil, on behalf of your brothers in the Nebraska District 
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WELS Northern Wisconsin District 

 

Dear Brothers, 

The Northern Wisconsin District sends its greetings as final preparations are made for 
the 51st Biennial Convention of the district. The theme chosen for the congregation is a 
reminder that whatever we do as we serve our Lord is not in vain. When the delegates 
of the district meet at Manitowoc Lutheran High School on June 12 and 13, 2018 we will 
hear reports of the work being carried out in our name and the name of the members of 
the other districts of our synod. This is work carried with the intent and purpose of giving 
all glory to our gracious God as we work together to proclaim the message of our 
Savior. May we always remember that whatever we do in the Lord is not in vain, but that 
he graciously is pleased with everything we do to serve him. 

 

 

In our Savior’s name, 

Rev. Ronald C. Szep 

WELS NWD Secretary 





NNOORRTTHH  AATTLLAANNTTIICC  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT 
of the Wisconsin Evangelical  
Lutheran Synod  
 
 

 

31 May 2018 

TO: The Assembled Districts of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

 

Dear Brothers in Our Triune God, 

Your fellow brothers of the North Atlantic District extend to you their greetings as you meet in 
convention during the month of June. It is our prayer that you will be refreshed in Word and 
Sacrament as you meet together to carry out the work of Christ’s Kingdom. 

The 18th Biennial Convention of the North Atlantic District will be held on June 5-6, 2018 at King of 
Kings Ev. Lutheran Church in Clifton Park, NY. The theme of our convention is The Sower Sows the 
Seed. Professor E. Allen Sorum (WLS) will present his paper entitled: “Sowing the Seed in Other Soil”. 
Prof. Sorum will focus on Jesus’ restless, mission-committed heart. He will lead our delegates to 
consider how Jesus dealt with the challenges of ministry to plant the seeds of the Gospel. 

We thank you for your greetings extended to our District as we meet in convention and your prayers 
on our behalf. 

Although our conventions may be far apart, may our gracious Lord enable us as Districts of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod to continue to walk together as we sow the seeds of the gospel 
throughout the world confident that our gracious God will bless our efforts to his glory! 

 

Yours in our Triune God, 

Rev. Peter J. Korthals 

Rev. Peter J. Korthals 
Secretary of the North Atlantic District (WELS) 

 

North Atlantic District Officers 

Rev. Donald Tollefson      Rev. Mark Johnston Rev. Timothy Ehlers         Rev. Peter Korthals 
President 1st Vice President                 2nd Vice President            Secretary 





 
 
 

District President 
Rev. John W. Steinbrenner  
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First Vice President  
Rev. Joel I. Nitz 
 2729 Marvin Road SE  
Lacey, WA 98503  
(360) 584-0354 cell/text 
(360) 438-3732 office  
reviiver@juno.com 

 
Second Vice President  
Rev. Jeremy A. Schulz  
12913 82nd Ave Ct E  
Puyallup, WA 98373  
(253) 219-4361 cell/text  
(253) 537-2919 office  
pastor@faithtacoma.com 

 
Secretary  
Rev. Rob Guether  
36400 Kimberly Drive 
Kenai, AK 99611 
(907) 690-1660 cell/text  
(907) 283-6297 office  
pastorguenther@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

June 4, 2018  

Dear brothers in Christ,  

Greetings to all of you from the Pacific Northwest District of the WELS. We 
pray that God will bless all of you as you meet in your district conventions. 
May the Lord strengthen your faith, the bond that connects us all in Christ, 
through your study of the Word. May the Lord’s name be praised through all 
that you say and do, as you carry out his work with his wisdom and through 
his providence. 

The 51st Biennial PNW District Convention will be held on June 12-13 at 
Evergreen Lutheran High School in Tacoma, Washington. Our Convention 
Theme is: “The Seed Sprouts and Grows.” For our refreshment in the Word 
of God, WLS Professor E. Allen Sorum will present to us on cross-cultural 
outreach. He will share four silver bullets for successful urban cross-cultural 
gospel outreach in the Pacific Northwest. 

At this year’s convention we will also celebrate with joy the 100th anniversary 
of the Pacific Northwest District giving thanks to God for the blessings he’s 
given and the promises he’s made these past 100 years!  

Thank you for your greetings extended to our District as we meet in 
convention and your prayers on our behalf. 

May Jesus our Savior be with you, guide you in all your decisions, and bless 
the work he has given you to do. May he use all the ministries of our districts 
for his glory to spread the saving faith until the great day arrives when we 
will see him face-to-face! 

Your brother and servant in Him, 

 

Pastor Rob Guenther 
Secretary of the Pacific Northwest District of WELS 

 

 

 

 

† Bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to Alaska, British Columbia, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington † 
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Rev. David Kolander 
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June 9, 2018 

Brothers in Christ: 

In John 8:31,32, Jesus tells those who believe in him that it is indeed the 
truth of God’s Word that makes us free.  It is holding on to Jesus’ teach-
ings in that Word that also makes us brothers, fellow disciples of our 
Lord. As you gather at your conventions this month to hear and learn 
more of his truth and to discuss the work we do together as his disciples, 
your brothers in the Southeastern Wisconsin District send you greetings 
and pray that the Lord would bless your time and work together. 

The Southeastern Wisconsin District will hold its 51st Biennial Convention 
Tuesday and Wednesday, June 12 and 13, at Wisconsin Lutheran College 
in Milwaukee.  We will convene under the theme, 

“Looking Back…at a Century of God’s Grace; 

Moving Forward…with Prayer and Resolve.” 

As the theme suggests, our convention will acknowledge God’s grace and 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of our first convention in several 
ways. Our opening service and devotions will make use of rites and mu-
sical settings that were available to the Church a century ago. President 
David Kolander will base his sermon in the opening service on those fa-
miliar words from John 8:31,32, the same text that his 1918 counterpart, 
Carl Buenger, preached on in the first opening service.   

Vice President Joel Leyrer will also lead us in a study and discussion of 
the essay that Prof. August Pieper delivered in 1918, “The Despising of 
Grace Is the Death of the Church.” Prof. Pieper’s essay contains some 
very specific exposition of God’s Law and some very beautiful insights 
into the nature of God’s grace that we can expect will lead us, as it did the 
delegates in 1918, to appreciate even more our Savior’s incomprehensible 
love for us and strengthen our resolve to faithfully proclaim his truth to 
the people of our time. 

May God bless everything you do, brothers, both at your conventions and 
in your congregations and communities, to continue to hold onto and to 
proclaim his truth. 

Your servant in Christ, 

 
 
Pastor Billy Carter, Secretary 
WELS Southeastern Wisconsin District 





WELS Western Wisconsin District 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 31, 2018 

 

 

 

Dear brothers in Christ in WELS, 

 

Please accept the greetings of your brothers in the Western Wisconsin District.  God’s blessings 

to your District as you carry out his work under his guidance and care. 

 

The Western Wisconsin District is meeting at Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI on 

June 4-5, 2018.  Because of the many rural congregations in our district, our theme for this year 

is, Rural Evangelism:  To Every Town and Village.  We will focus our thoughts on three 

presentations:   

 Evangelism in Rural Ministry, by Rev. Andrew Schultz 

 Vocational Evangelism Applied to the Small Town, by Rev. Joseph Fricke 

 New Churches Bring Jesus to New People, by Rev. Nathan Strutz 

 

May the Lord of the Church guide and keep all of you as you travel, meet, elect and study.  May 

all we do in our Districts this year build God’s Church and, above all, give Him the glory! 

 

 

      God’s grace be with you all, 

       

      Rev. Galen J. Riediger 
      Secretary, WELS Western Wisconsin District 

 

 

 

 

Western Wisconsin District Presidium 

 

President:  Rev. Michael Jensen 

First Vice President:  Rev. Brett Brauer 

Second Vice President:  Rev. Jeff Seelow 

Secretary:  Rev. Galen Riediger 
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